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dred and forty, of which two hundred and ninety are printed in this 
volume. 

Lee's correspondents were numerous and naturally among the im- 
portant men of the nation. There are many letters to both Samuel and 
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Henry Laurens, Thomas Lee Shippen, 
etc. In the earlier years the letters to Laurens are the most numerous 
and in the later years to Shippen. There are in all these letters sur- 
prisingly few references to western affairs considering the interests of 
the Lee family in the development of that region and the writer's own 
stand on the many western questions that arose during these years. 
There are, indeed, a few scattered references to the navigation of the 
Mississippi during the period of the peace negotiations and a few more 
notices of the passage of the ordinance of 1785, but none of these throw 
any light on either subject. 

The letters do, however, give us a very good view of Richard Henry 
Lee. He Was a sturdy republican of the eighteenth century, revealing 
in his written word the virtues of that ideal which he and so many of 
his assistants tried to follow. It was in the ultimate triumph of virtue 
that these men believed and for that ideal they fought. One quotation 
from a letter from Lee to "Washington sums up their philosophy: "It 
is impossible that vice can so triumph over virtue as that the slaves of 
Tyranny should succeed against the Assertors of Liberty and the just 
rights of humanity." 

C. W. A. 

Seim-Centennial History of West Virginia. By James Morton Callahan, 
professor of history and political science, West Virginia Uni- 
versity. "Wheeling: Semi-Centennial Commission of "West 
Virginia, 1913. 593 p. $1.75) 
As the writer of this work points out, West Virginia affords the only 
instance in the history of the states of the Union where physical sec- 
tionalism has attained its logical result. Very properly, therefore, Mr. 
Callahan begins his work by laying firmly the foundations of geography, 
and to good purpose embellishes the book with valuable maps which in- 
clude both those of a modern type, showing railroads, county lines, etc., 
and those drawn to illustrate some historical or economic development. 
The geographical feature is strongly emphasized throughout the work, 
as it is necessary to explain the approaches by which the early settlers 
reached the mountains, the Cumberland or national road, the James 
River and Kanawha, and other turnpikes, and above all the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad. The story of the separation from Virginia is told in 
detail, as is that of the pioneer days, but the political history of these 
western counties in the decade prior to the separation is treated less fully. 
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After a single chapter on the war, the last six chapters tell of the re- 
construction period, the constitution of 1872, the development of the 
later railroads, institutional and party history, and, finally, the Virginia 
debt question. To the body of the work are added appendices, a bibliog- 
raphy, and an index. But the volume is not thus concluded, for now be- 
gins a group of ' ' Special Contributed Articles on Development and Re- 
sources of "West Virginia, ' ' about twenty-eight in number, which fill near- 
ly as much space as what has gone before. These articles deal with 
transportation, resources, taxation and finance, journalism, medical prac- 
tice, education, religious development, etc., and include an account of 
the semi-centennial celebration at "Wheeling, June 19 and 20, 1913. Some- 
what oddly imbedded in this mass of miscellaneous material are articles 
upon ' ' Colonial Origins of "West Virginia Political Institutions, ' ' by Mr. 
Oliver Perry Chitwood, and upon ' ' The Government of "West Virginia, ' ' 
by Mr. Callahan. 

The second part of the work is not indexed. Throughout the whole 
volume the proof reading leaves much to be desired. There are many 
excellent photographs of places, but special praise is due the author and 
editor for the resoluteness with which the usual biographical material 
and paid-for portraits have been excluded. Although the combination 
of Mr. Callahan's history and the special articles leaves an awkward im- 
pression, the work as a whole must be considered as a meritorious one, 
and must rank as far superior to the average state history. 

St. George L. Sioussat 

Readings in Indiana History. Compiled and edited by a committee of 

the history section of the Indiana State Teachers' Association. 

(Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University, 1914. 470 p. 

$.70) 

This book is a collection of short readings designed to serve in the 

study of state history in the public schools of Indiana. As such it is an 

excellent piece of work. The works from which the selections are taken 

are of a high order, and the selections themselves are well edited for 

their purpose with good introductions and notes. In one or two places 

a little additional editing would have done no harm. For example, on 

page 28 it would have been well to omit reference to the manner in which 

the Miami punished adultery ; and on pages 36 and 52 modern forms of 

"Ouabache," "Ouiatanon," and "Cohoes" might have been given. 

The majority of the readings are distributed over a wide range of 
social history. Political history proper is — probably wisely — intro- 
duced only as a phase of social history. But there are also descriptions 
of Indian tribes in the state, extracts from Croghan's and Clark's ac- 
counts illustrative of the British occupation and the American conquest ; 



